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Dr. Bijaya Laxmi Sahoo is an Associate Professor in the Department of Social Work at Kristu Jayanti
(Deemed to be) University, Bengaluru. She earned her Ph.D. in Social Work from Kurukshetra
University, Haryana, with her doctoral research on “Women Empowerment through Handicrafts: A
Comparative Study of Tribal and Non-Tribal Women Artisans of Orissa.” Her work has made significant
contributions to enhancing the livelihoods of women artisans by equipping both tribal and non-tribal
groups with employability skills and training in handicrafts. She began her professional journey with the
Ministry of Rural Development, Government of India, where she worked as a Monitoring and Evaluation
Officer, gaining valuable grassroots-level experience in developmental initiatives. She has also served as
a resource person for the B.Voc. Programme at Tata Institute of Social Sciences (TISS), Mumbai. Her
academic and research interests include Women and Child Welfare, Community Development, Child
Health and Education, Rural Development, Tribal Development, Women Entrepreneurship, and Human
Rights. She has published research papers in peer-reviewed and Scopus-indexed journals and has
actively guided postgraduate dissertations and coursework for Ph.D. students of Social Work at the
National Institute of Social Work and Social Sciences, Utkal University, Odisha.
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