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Dr. Prasanna Kumar C is an Associate Professor in the Department of Life Sciences at Kristu Jayanti
(Deemed-to-be) University, Bengaluru. He earned his Ph.D. in Marine Microbiology from Annamalai
University, where he was awarded the prestigious DST-INSPIRE Fellowship for securing first rank in his
Master’s program. His doctoral research explored prokaryotic diversity in the oxygen minimum zones of
the Bay of Bengal, later identified as a commercially important methane hydrate reserve. As a
postdoctoral fellow at Xiamen University, China, he investigated the chemolithoautotrophic functions of
marine archaea in the Pacific Ocean. At CSIR-National Institute of Oceanography, he contributed to
developing the National Marine Biodiversity Database of India. Dr. Kumar is a pioneer in applying DNA
barcoding for molecular identification of diverse biological species in India, with a broader research
focus on microbial diversity, ecosystem functioning, and molecular microbial ecology. He has published
over 60 papers in peer-reviewed journals (346 citations; h-index: 13) and serves on the editorial boards
of Springer Nature, Elsevier, Wiley, and MDPI. As coordinator of the microbial culture and hydra culture
facilities at KJU, he provides Ph.D. students with international research exposure, mentorship, and
expertise in DNA sequencing, barcoding, and microbial ecology.
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