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Dr. Manikandan K is an Assistant Professor in the Department of Life Sciences at Kristu Jayanti
University (Deemed-to-be), Bengaluru, and a member of the Internal Quality Assurance Cell (IQAC). He
obtained his B.Sc. in Biotechnology from Madurai Kamaraj University, securing University Third Rank
and the Marudhu Pandian Endowment Scholarship, and his M.Sc. in Biotechnology from Alagappa
University, with dissertation research at NEERI, CSIR-Nagpur, under the supervision of Dr. Hemant
Purohit. He cleared CSIR-JRF (NET-LS) with an all-India rank of 29 and earned his Ph.D. from The
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda, Gujarat, focusing on the role of multifunctional noncoding
RNAs in regulating pathogenicity in Staphylococcus aureus, under the supervision of Dr. Mrinalini Nair.
During his doctoral research, he was awarded the prestigious UGC-RFSMS fellowship. His research
interests encompass host-microbe interactions, RNA biology and nanobiotechnology. He has published
several peer-reviewed articles, authored book chapters, and presented papers internationally, including
at the Biochemical Society conference, Edinburgh, UK, supported by a DBT travel grant. He has also
received a research grant from the KSCST under the Student Project Programme (SPP), earned
academic distinctions, and served as a member of the editorial board of the American Journal of
Bioscience and Bioengineering.
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